
 
 
 
 

 
 
What is your name? 
Joe Jackson 
 

Where do you currently live? 
I currently live in Los Angeles, CA. 

 
What year did you graduate from Brookville High School? 
I graduated in 2005. 

 
Did you attend and graduate from the Miami Valley Career 
Technology Center (CTC)? 
No. 

 
What is your current Occupation? 
I am a financial consultant at Fidelity Investments. 

 
What was your post high school education or training?  

I received my bachelor of Business Administration from the University of Cincinnati, with my major in finance and minor in 

commercial real estate. 

 
What was your favorite high school course? 

My favorite class was AP English. 

 
What do today’s students need to know? 
First and foremost, don’t be too concerned about figuring out your entire life plan right away – it can create too much stress. 

There are just too many unknowns out there, and your plans will probably change at least once anyway (mine did several times). 

Feel it out and see what speaks to you. If something doesn’t end up working out, move on. Point is, it’s OK to take chances and 

make mistakes, especially when you’re young. Don’t settle. 

 

Second, know that not all careers are created equal and a college degree does not guarantee you a job. Research what careers 

are projected to be in demand for the foreseeable future (the Dept. of Labor’s Occupational Outlook Handbook is a great online 

tool), and focus on putting your time and effort into something practical. Jobs in this country have been changing and will continue 

to change in the future, and you need to be prepared for this. The last thing you want is to spend time, money and effort on a 

field that has very little long-term demand in the real world. Find something that you are interested in that has lots of future 

opportunities, then focus on setting a niche for yourself and learning how to stand out. If you do this, you can become very 

successful.  

 

Third, I’d encourage you to travel and maybe even live in a new area at least once. The world is much, much larger than Brookville 

and the Dayton area, and there are endless possibilities out there for how you live your life and what you choose to do. You’re only 

seeing a very tiny fraction of those possibilities right now. Extended travel or living somewhere new will be life-changing and will 

teach you more about yourself and why you’re here than perhaps anything else. 

 

Fourth, start saving and investing early, and start becoming as educated in finance and money as you possibly can. This will make 

life infinitely easier for you in the long run, trust me. 

 

Finally, cherish this stage of your life. It will be one of the most memorable times you ’ll ever have, I can guarantee you that. 

There are so many things you’ll do, people you’ll meet, places you’ll see, things you’ll accomplish. You should be excited. Have fun! 
 

 

 

Where Are They Now? 


